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agdlnst waste site plan 
PERMANENT: ~mhatran Project. which cm ated the first atomic bomb. Rodi0aCt.b~ WQI'tCS W e  envhMlrnd ProMon 

- .- - 

only k, be stored Anenw. the state Department of 

A Lewirton-Ponrr environ- 
mental group has decided to.fight 
the Deparrment of Energy'r plan 
to make permanent a supposedly 
temporary radioactive .wasten site 
in Lewirton. 

Peter Ohanessian. chairman of 
tne Resideam Or 
w~stan-porter's Y nvironment. 
.urged members attending a 
Wednesday meetmg, held at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Le- 
wiston to start a ktmwriting 
campaign against the propoed. 

7 l e  aile fa on 191 aue~ near 
Lutts and PIerthu roads in Le- 
wirton. It is d d  the Niagm 
Falla S toragc Site, formerly 
known PI the Lake Ontario Ord- 
nance Worh. T b  rite contains 
255.000 cubic yrrrb of radioac- 
t i v e w a 8 t e ~ r r s I d u t h t h e  

E~virdnmentaI Coneemtion and 
the state Department of Health 
arc against the plan, saying that 
the radioactive residue is of too 
hqh a level to be properly con- 
tamed oermurentiy by the cur- - 
rent containment stand- at the 
site. 

ROLEea. strategy will be m 
gathei more information on the 
plan to keep the site permancnc. 
Ohanesalan W. 

"People forget this place is out 
&re, " he said. 

There u e  others who didn't 
forget it wasout there, but 
thought it was ollly going to be a 
temporary storage site. 

"That's why I'm here. I don't 
like thir arrangement." raid 
George Vanhwse of Lewiston, 
who worked at the site from May 
1982 to June 1984. He did health- 
physics radiation monitoring for r 
subcontnctor to the Oak Ridge, 
Tenn.. company hired to do eon- 
tainment work at the site. 
T h  rado~t ive material at rhe 

N m  Garrrr 
site is not properly stond for' 
long-term storage, Vanhoooe 
#id. 

"At that time, we were told it 
was temporary storage." h e  
Mid. 

Ohaxmian asked that ROLE 
members write to the federal and 
reate qeaciee involved and elect- 
ed off~ciala. "Let everybody 
know our dirgust about this 
wide issue, " he said. 

Putdng polltlcal presswe on 
Rep. John I. LaFalce, D-Tona- 
wanda, in an e l d o n  ear dm is 
moptbaCo@tta Ld.  

BLU KO-, who baa a torm 
r Route 93 and Lum Road, wid. . - 

"I'm only two mlleo from it utd 
I'm not too b. " 

I FUSRAP Niagara Falls Storage site, Niagara Falls, New York, ~ i a g a r a  
Gazette, Daily-27,000, Sunday-30,000, Date 0 1 / 0 6 / 9 4  Page 

1111 



NUGARACAZEITE 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22,1993 

Energy department is 
contaminatin Lewiston 

The legacy of f e? e d  misman~nr- 
ment and derrousness regard~ng the 
Lake Ontano ordnance works ln the 
Tom of lewiston contmues. 

This site. originally constiturlng 
7.500 acres d prime farm land. was a p  
propriated in 1942 by the f ede l  gov- 
e m n t  to be used to build a facility to 
produce TNT needed m the war effort. 
In reality it became a dumping ground 
for iacmdiary and napalm bombs. TST. 
phosgene, py~ophoric mate&. liquid 
cyanide. 20.000 tons of radioactive 
materials and two pounds of pure radi- 
um (half of the world's supply). The 
latter materials hare a half-life of 1.600 
years. The contamination of thas site 
became the justification to issue per- 
mits to CIYM and Modern Landfill. 

Pennits for dumping were issued ' 

with the advisory that "operations 
were to take place as secretly a pssi- 
ble in order not to arouse those conser- 
vation people." 

h r e d  by local officials and en\<- 
roMlemal groups. the department of 
energy. responsible for the site, 
claimed that it was carefully contained 
and nothing was leaving it. Further 
community pressure forced testing. , 

prormg that radioactive and hazardous 
materials were leaving the site through 
the ground. treks. ditches and air. 
The s ta te  Department of Health 
branded the site as a "substantial hd th  
threat" in violatron of Sew Pork state's 19s ti,,e se,r york Commls- 
YnrUrj '* Ihe Desmrrnt of s m r  oi Health n o t e  to the Senemy Energy's o m  guldelmes. of DOE. "Dwp geoloy~c repoatoc wtll 

As a result. ciemu~ o ~ n t i o n s k 3 n  j Drove to be far less haz~rdous to ~ublic 
in 1981. Ihc: c o m m i ~ t ~  asked that Ihr ] he~lth ihm would surface burial i t  Le- 
materials be stored in scaled containers , rvlston, a iocauon where penod flwdrng 
above ground pending bum1 in an aP- i would threaten senous levels o[ con- 
propriate s ~ .  Tie DOE determined ! tmmnatlon of Ljke Ontario. the source 
that Lhe materials w l d  k: placed in :In I of dnnkm~ for ~ v r r a l  million 
on-srte l a m .  admrttmg that it W S  in- people :n the L1nltd Sutes and Canada. 
appropriate but placatmg us uirh nwr. , The Dewment of Energy. despite 1m StonKe. wd for 10 pan. 50%. ; s!rong opposition from !he Deplnnlent 

yean lhls pend. , Hdth. the Enrlronmrnd Pro[rr- 
DOE is renrgmg on its promise. pro- I puw the hdfi,, cam Jnd mn Agency and the community. is de- 

t e h e d  to take the easy way out and there EP'' and j contamirwte our land. water and s r  for- a m e  that this is totallo ix~ppropmte. , ....,.- - . . . -. . 

sunabk ior d l  taili& bct not ior c'c'. . 
materials whose act~vify IS 101) 
llM).lMM) llmrs hr&r. 

Joan Gipp 
Lewiston 
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waste out 
of Niagara 
UNSAFE: R(rdionctive u~nstr m1(1 rrsitluc 
brirird ill Lm~istorr sl~oltld k cnp/)e(i~~sitrg 
tltr hest knmun turlrrrolog, thm tlte Iiiglt- . 
In,d rrsiduc~ sliuuld I n 1  ,r~novi~(l lo (L 
~u~tjorutl sturnge site (IS soon (LT one is built. 

It's out of sight. but not out ofmind. 
Radioactive \nste from the Manhattan Project 

that created the atomic bomb is stiU buried at the 
Niagara Falls Storage Site in Lewiston. Sow, it's 
a time bomb ticking away. The federal 
government says it has found a solution for which 
the safe technology has not yet been invented: 
Keep it here. 

But M y .  we don't be it ticking a\vay in our 
back yard - or anyone else's. for that matter. 

The federal Department of Energy's 
"wrrnanent solution': is to place a fd cap on a 

The energy department wants tofflstall a 613 
m&on "long-term cap" that would guarantee 
safety for 200 to 1.000 years. The EP.4 says 
that's not long enough -go for a higher standard 
to ensure containment for 10.000 years. But that 
can't be done at the Lewiston site. Hence, the 
recommendation for remod - which is 
estimated to cost $100 million. 

The state DEC has excellent advice: Go ahead 
and build the new cap, but remove the K-63 
residues once there's a suitable national 
repositon.. 

- 

qmer-milli~n cublc \?uds dfradhctive waste %mothr Henderson. president of the group 
and leave it at the far east end of Pletcher Road - Residents OrPanized for the Leu.lston-Poner 

~ - -  ~ - ~ -  ~ - ~ - 

forever. ~nvironment- i~0~~);hi t  the nail on the head 
But that's not OK withanother federal agenv I when he said the only way to make sure it doesn't 

and two state agencies. The federal r" leak and cause future problems for Niagarans is to 
Environmental Protection Agency says the only move it. "Damn the cost. Consider the risks." is 
solution is to dig up the waste and take it to a i how he put it. 
national. high-level radioactive waste repositon.. . we agree ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ < ~ h ~  the 
Trouble is, there currently are none in the United radimcfive time b o d  is rrmoved from our 
States. midst. the federal government gets the cost 

That irony is not lost on the state departments benefit. and we in Niagara get the risk. 
of health and enrironmentd consenation. They ne enern d e v n t  should L.p the ,,, 
agree u'ith the objection raised by EP.4: The the best way at-&ble under current technolog?. 
current standard in use at the site is insufficient . - ,"th a l,OOO-year dety guaantee: but it - protection. should also guarantee fast transit out of here as 

In 1986. a clay zap was installed for 10 years of soon as 3 saie national waste site exists. 
intenm storage siter a fire-year. 8 0  million-plus ROLE attorney R. xis 0lsen jr. dso right 
cleanup. At that m e .  worken removed a on the moner when k said the process shouldn't 
concrete silo that had conwined 4 .OW cubic yards go fomXd idorrmng the public - as a 
oi uradium ore res~due considered the most minimum. 
dangerous and troublesome stuff on the site. 
,,-hat was in it got pumN underground along The energ). depanment. he said. "must m a ~ e  
with the rest of the waste. a full repon to the public. to the towns and county 

as to what they're doingand why they're doing 
.bd  that's the very stuff that defirs a solution .it.- 

now. The ore. or K-63 residue. has J half-life of 
1 .COO years and is 100 to 1.000 times more .bything less is unfair - and .unsafe. 
radioactive than the type oiwaste uswlly dealt 
with under the current standard. The EP.4 s y s  if. 
h!pothetioJIIy. those readues escaped into the 
air. the dosag- ~vould be so high. one m two 
people would run :he risk ddevelopmy cmcer. 
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